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Abstract

Background: Neuropsychological dysfunctions encompasses the inability to pay proper attention, process
information quickly, remember and recall information, respond to information quickly, think critically,
plan, organize, solve problems and initiate speech and the patients with schizophrenia have been found to
exhibit neuropsychological dysfunctions. Aim: Present study has been under taken with the aim to assess
the neuropsychological dysfunction in schizophrenia patients. Method: The sample consists of 30
schizophrenia patients and 30 normal control subjects, age ranges from 20 to 50 years based on purposive
sampling technique. GHQ-12 and BPRS have been used as screening tools. Wisconsin Card Sorting Test
was used to assess neuropsychological dysfunctions in schizophrenia patients. Result: Schizophrenia
patients exhibited executive dysfunctions as compared to normal controls on WCST. Schizophrenia patients
took more number of trials and committed more errors. Their neuropsychological profile include
preseverative responses with errors, more nonperseverative errors, low conceptual level response,
completed less categories, taken more trials to complete first category, failure to maintain set and low
learning to learn scores, which demonstrate impaired attention and concentration, problem in flexibility,
inability in set shifting, impaired planning and organizing in the patients with schizophrenia.
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